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In Volume 2, over 50 contributors exhaustively describe and classify the ferns, fern allies, and

gymnosperms of North America. Covering over two dozen fern and half a dozen gymnosperm

families, they survey fern species of both ecological and horticultural importance and review such

gymnosperm taxa as the conifers--the dominant trees in many forests as well as important timber

plants--and cycads, which display significant evolutionary features. In all, the volume assembles

509 species of ferns and fern allies and infraspecific taxa in 70 genera. The editors have revised

nearly 80 of these taxa to reflect classification changes since publication of the last standard work

on ferns in North America. The gymnosperm treatments encompass 118 species in 22 genera.

Identification keys, summaries of habitats and geographic ranges, pertinent synonymies,

descriptions, chromosome numbers, and all other significant details are provided. More than 600

distribution maps and 65 illustration plates appear throughout.

Series: Flora of North America

Hardcover: 496 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 1 edition (November 4, 1993)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0195082427

ISBN-13: 978-0195082425

Product Dimensions:  11.1 x 1.3 x 8.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 3.4 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:   Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #2,267,605 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #102 inÃ‚Â Books > Science &

Math > Biological Sciences > Taxonomic Classification   #1407 inÃ‚Â Books > Textbooks > Science

& Mathematics > Biology & Life Sciences > Botany   #3572 inÃ‚Â Books > Education & Teaching >

Higher & Continuing Education > Test Preparation > Professional > Medical

"The second volume of this flora represents a monumental achievement....This volume does

everything that a flora should - and more; a high quality of scholarship is evident throughout....Even

more important is the degree to which recent systematic investigations are reflected in the

treatments....This volume has set a high standard; it will serve as an excellent model for later

volumes....The real 'review' of a flora comes in putting it to use, and I am looking forward to using



this one! I recommend it whole-heartedly." --Walter S. Jedd, Economic Botany, published by The

Society for Economic Botany by The New York Botanical Garden"I recommend this volume of the

Flora to all interested parties." --Michael T. Stieber, The Morton Arboretum. Lisle, IL, Science Books

and Films"Volume 2 of The Flora of North America is the first to provide a floristic treatment, here

including ferns and fern allies, as well as the gymnosperms....For the quality of the information, and

the quality of the book itself - paper, binding, feel in the hands - the asking price is a small amount to

pay for this major publishing event."--Botanical and Herb Reviews"No botanical library will be

complete without the Flora of North America, and I eagerly await the appearance of future

volumes."--MadroÃƒÂ±o"An essential reference for botanists, professional or amateur, naturalists

and anyone with a very serious interest in North American plants. Most highly

recommended."--Wildlife Activist

The Editorial Committee of the Flora of North America (FNA) is responsible for the authoritative,

multivolume work describing the native plants of North America.
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